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IS THERE LIFE AFTER 
_THE ELECTION ? 



THATCHER’S 

WAR 

Of all the sic* stories that 
have come out of toe four years 
of Thatcher rule,none tells us 
more about the character of the 
women than the story of the sink 
ing of the General belgrano. 

It has now been well establi¬ 
shed that at the time of the 
sinkinq that (1) the ship was 
moving away from tne Falk lands 
and was outside the 20U mile 
exclusion area,and (2) Britain 
and Argentina were on the verge 
0 ^ signing a peace treaty that 
had been succe sfully negotiated 
through the Peruvian government. 

As part of the treaty the Ar¬ 
gentinians had agreed to with 
draw their troops from the 
Islands 

Thatcher and her war cabinet 
could not possibly have been ig¬ 
norant of the talks or of the 
stage that they had reached. 



The Belgrano could only have 
been sunk for one reason,bec- 
ause Thatcher and her cronies 
wanted war.A good old war to 
whip up a bit of the patriotic 
spirit.Tories have allways been 
quick to celebrate a bit of a 
battle.Not so quick to go and 
fight in it,but then they don’t 
have to.There’s plenty of work¬ 
ing class kids in the army to do 
their fighting for them,most of 
them probably joined to get awsy 
from the dole queues that they 
created. 

lhatcher got her war and a big 
boost in the opinion polls that 
might well carry her through to 
another term of office.Not a bad 
deal in exchange for the odd 
thousand or so lives. 


Anybody that took an objective 
view of the four years of Farg- 
eret Thatcher's reign would 
surly come to the conclusion 
that the marority of people are 
far worse off.The most obvious 
example is the two million or 
so people who have lost their 
jobs,but there are plenty of 
others 

Prescription and dental char¬ 
ges have more than doubled,house 
building is an all time low, 
council rents at an all time 
high,The waiting list for hosp¬ 
ital treatment grows and grows. 
The whole thing is one big 
catalogue of disaster with the 
lower income bracket (who can 
least afford it ) the worst hit 

The tories have given a coup¬ 
le of pounds to the poor in tax 
cuts but have cut vital services 
to pay for it.The rich of course 
get thousands in tax relief. 

If you are a couple of thous¬ 
and pounds better off,you don’t 
really mind having to go priv¬ 
ate to get health treatment 
especially as your allready on 
30 or AO thousand a year anyway 


But what use is an extra couple 
of pounds to a small income fa¬ 
mily in tne face of the extra 
charges for rent,food,gas,elec¬ 
tricity and prescriptions. 

ELECTION 

«nd so ue look to the elec¬ 
tion. Is this the chance to cha¬ 
nge thinqs for the better 

This issue is now in the fore¬ 
front of everybody's minds.This 
is our chance to use the little 
bit of democracy we are allowed 
i.e. to vote for the govern¬ 
ment once every 5 years. Is it 
worth using? (this will be 
discussed elsewhere in the 
issue).If so,what can we expect 
to see come out of it? 

It becomes quite apparent 
that victory in parliamentary 
elections does not lead to 
any real major change.The 
structure of society remains 
the same.Uhat we mean by this 
is that people who are rich 
are still rich.They still own 
the factories,banks,land,etc. 
which is the source of that 


wealth,And no matter whether 
it is Labour, T ory,Alliance 
there is not goinq to te a 
concerted attack on tnet pri¬ 
vilege. 

This we see as part of the 
problem with elections.Tne 
economic control of a nation is 
a far more powerful weapon than 
326 seats in the *ouse of 

commons.This economic control 
is not not suject to elec’or- 
control 

If,or when a government is e 
elected that tries to challenge 
that power,or modify it, the 
ruling class will use any meth¬ 
od open to them to resist tnis 
cnallenqe. 

DISRUPTION 

They can do this in several 
ways, They can use their econom- 
pouer by means of investment 
strikes which starves industry 
of cash,or they may move their 
money to another country wher» 
there is less control on tnem 

Either way the economy is 
disrupted and the government 
weakened, 

Sometimes a multinational 
company will simply demanc 
that a government act in a cer¬ 
tain way or else.This happened 
with tne Chrysler car company 
of America who demanded that 
a Labour government give them 
162 million in tax relief under 
tnreat of making all their wor- 
-xers unemployed and got it. 

Cil companies pulled the same 
strdke, refusing to develop the 
North Sea oil fields unless the 
taxes on tneir profits were cut 

FORCE 

Another more ominous threat 
that the rich are prepared to 
use if all else fails is that of 
force.This is exactly what happ¬ 
ened in Chile in the early sev¬ 
enties,when a democraticly elec¬ 
ted left wing government,was 
overthrown by an armed coup 
backed by the American government 
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In no other -,r*a i~. t.hp fail¬ 
ure of the Ld'oir Pjrty ai a 
mpan' for social change s*»en 

Cl«<r*y as in tne case of 
Ireland.Since the Northern 
Ireland statelet was forced 
in 19?? every Laboir Govern¬ 
ment elected has presided over 
the most blatant di - crimin¬ 
ation and oppression of a 
section of the community in 
what they claim as part of 
Britain. 

for 50 years Catholics in 
Northern Ireland suffered the 
wor* t housing,worst unemploy¬ 
ment and :n many cases didn’t 
even have the right to vote. 

And in all that time the labour 
Party have shown themselves to 
he at best impotent ano at 
worst reactionary. 

IMPOTENT 

The impotent t;ide is best 
shown by the example of the 
Protestant Ulster Uorkers 
Council strixe in 1974.This 
occured when the Labour gov¬ 
ernment attempted to bring to 

Northern Ireland some of the 
democratic rights that other 
'British citizens' enjoy. 

The strike was a protest 
against this and the Labour 
government intended to rig- 
ourously oppose it ano 
instructed the army to break 
the strike. 

Ihe army officers however 
refused to do this ana the 
government had to back down. 
There is *ven a story told of 


Harold Wilson having to tear 
up and rewrite a speech at 
the last minute because it 
would have been politically 
unsound to have made a 
strong attack on the strike 
uh^n he knew he couldn’t rely 
on the army to obey the gov¬ 
ernments instructions. 

Whatever the truth of that 
there is no doubt that Cath¬ 
olics in Northern Ireland were 
left in no doubt about the 
inability of a Labour govern¬ 
ment to secure for tnem tne 
most basic rights. 

REACTIONARY 

The reactionary side of 
Labour has been shown by Home 
Secretaries such as ''erlyn 
Rees and Roy Pason.lt was Rees 
who,in 1976,took away the 
political status for Republican 
prisoners that had been granted 
by a Tory government in 197?. 

It was this action which led 
directly to the blanket protest 
and ultimately the hunger 
strikes and the death of ten 
young men. 

The people of Ireland would 
see very little difference 
between a Labour and Tory gov¬ 
ernment. In this country the 
political situation is not 
quite so developed and many 
people would say that there is 
a great difference.lt is rev¬ 
olutionary socialists who look 
ahead and say that in given 
situations they act in much the 
same way and we look to Ireland 
to prove this. 


In the face of the political 
realities of Ireland,labour 
has been no more capable of 
bringing justice to the 
Nationalist people than King 
Canute uas of stopping the 
waves,Even the principled 
actions of people like Ken 
Livingstone and Steve Bundreo 
cannot wipe away Labour's 
failures.lt is only the pol¬ 
itical and milLury actions pf 
the Republican movement in the 
last 13 y*>ars that have brought 
Ireland to the attention of 
people like them, 

for 50 years the Catholics 
were on their knees,oppressed 
and humiliated,and not a sound 
uas heard from the labour 
Party.lt was only when they 
started to ft pack then- 
selves in 1969 that l a! our was 
forced to abolish Stormont 
(reactionary Northern Irish 
parliament) which was seen as 
a great victory at the time 
and attempt some reforms. 

STRUGGLE 

Today they are still opp¬ 
ressed but no longer on their 
knees.Their struggle has won 
them worldwide support and 
respect and they may well 
achieve British withdrawal 
in our lifetime.If they do it 
will be for one reason and 
one reason only,They stopped 
waiting for change from on 
high and went out and fought 
for it. 



LABOUR GrONERNMENT ToRy GOVERNMENT THESE 0-UNS ARE MADE To KILL 


S.D.P 

The S.D.P. is nag to the 
British electoral scena and 
they would have us believe 
that therefore they repre¬ 
sent something neu in 
britisn politic*. This y * eu 
has had some impact on people, 
espically people whp have 
seen Tory and Labour Govern¬ 
ments in action and have 
given <p on both of them. 

This sentiment is often ex¬ 
pressed in words such as 
"we havo nad Labour and Tory 
Governments and look what a 
mess they have made; lets 
give the 5.D. 3 . a chance". 

This opinion may have had 
some validity if it was true, 
but it is not. How can people 
who have been leading members 
o f the Labour Party - Jenkins 
uas Chancellor and Home 
'Secretary, Owen foreign 
Secretary, William?. minister 
for Education and Consumer 
Affair , Rodqers Transport 
Minister - pretend they had 
nothing to do with the 
decisinos tne l .?cour Govern¬ 
ment had taken in the past. 

No, what they want to do is 
build a party which can 
repeat the mistakes they made 
and disguise all this by 
pretending that its something 
neu. 



old WINE 

NEW BOTTLE 


The worst aspects of the 
Labour Party are now evident 
in the S.D.P. Their fl.P.s and 
Local Council.ors are only out 
to further their own careers 
and when they found out they 
would'’t be a 1 le tc keep 
doing it in the Labour Party, 
they left. In Islington aver 
twenty Councillors left the 
Labour Party for the C.D.°. 
but the electorate turned 
these old corrupt time 
server* out at the first 
opportunity. 

The S.D.P. are nothing neu 
and to believe otherwise is 
jjst allowing thorn to pull 
the wool over your eyes. They 
are time servers uhc are in it 
for themselves and cannot 
represent the wishes of 
ordinary people. 

A vote for thp S.D.P. is a 
vote for the Tories, the S.D.P. 
cannot win t'«e election so 
therefore Labour is the only 
present alternative. They need 
every vote so a vote for the 
S.D.P. is a wasted vote which 
will keep the Tories in. 



ALL CHANGE 



TROO^ USED TO BREAK GfNERAL STRIKE 1926 
UHEN UORKER3 USED MASS ACTION 


One of the criticisms often 


necessities of life,tne i*'ul 


made of those who call f or 
revolutionary change in 
society is that they are just 
dreamers,Things have always 
been the way they are,we are 
told,and they always will be. 

As for socialism,it’s a nice 
id^a but it will never work. 

In fact things haven’t 
always been as they are now. 
Modern history a3 we know it 
today did not begin in*.;! after 
the industrial revolution 'pme 
?JJ years ago. 

Until that time the major¬ 
ity of people lived in villages 
either working the land r or 
food,or working as spinners or 
weavers in theirown home,often 
bartering instead of using cash 


one person machines to become 
obsolet®.factories sprung up 
tin.i the citi*»-» of t )day began 
to grou.Uhat were knewn ^ 
Enclosure Acts forced many 
people off their land anj they 
had to ->eeK their living as 
wage earners in the -i.»j cities. 
The capitalist system and, 
working class life as we kno w 
it today began to take shape. 

So things weren’t always as 
they are today.But what about 
the future? Is socialism just 
a pipe-dream that will never 
work? 

Well,if we look at the per¬ 
formance of capitalism in the 
last 200 years,the economic 
crises,col 1 arise of governments, 
unemploymen’,depressions,wars 
and repression,we could be 
forgiven for concluding that 
capitalism hasn’t exactly 
worked that well either.but 
what about socialism? Jhat are 
we talking about when we tal* 
of a socialist society? 

It is of course impossible 
for a small group of people 
such as Red Action to say ex¬ 
actly what form a socialist 
society i3 going to take 
because when it happens there 
are going to be a few million 
others involved.Ue can however 
at this stage describe certain 
features thatwill have to 
exist before a society can 
truly be described as socialist 
THE COMMON CUNERSH IP OF THE 
WEANS OF PRODUCTION 

Under capitalism all of the 
means of producing the basic 


uhic“ grows the food,the 
factories anj nachinn*; that 
produce the goods ue <i«.'ed,the 
materials to build homes and 
hospitals,arn all owned by 
iniJwi.1 ials or small groups of 
people. 

These people do not use them 
with a view as to what is most 
beneficial to thr cpmmjnity, 
but as to what will mat't them 
the best profit. 

If it is more profitable to 
build office blocks that will 
r<* iair e vty Man it is to build 
home. f jr the home 1 es r , then 
office blocks will ce nuilt 
anj people will remain homele.s. 

If it is more profitable 


f am < lies stay on bread and 

marg*fine. 

If tbcr.r that employ scien¬ 
tists find it nora profitable 
for them to research into 
nuclear weapons than finding a 
cure for cancer,that will 
happen,and thousands of cancer 
victims will iie each yesr. 

On top of all this,if the 
individual owners find that 
they can’t na<e enough profit 
they can,and often do,just 
close the whole works doun, 
taking aw a/ from thousands thr 
me3 **o produce what they need 

to live. 

In a socialist society it 
will he impossible for this to 
happen.The resources of society 
under common ownership will be 
ap. lied to the needs o' that 
society as a whole,Building 
uorkpre will work on building 
decent houses for all.Factory 
workers will produce more and 
better goods.'Jhen there is a 
surplus of gr-ols or f ood the 
prices will o» cut or the goods 
even given away. 

Because the factories and 
machines will aluays be in use 
and not subject to heing closed 
down on one persons whim,the 
amount of goods will grow.Les-. 

will be needed and the amount 
of working hours needed to 
produce them will fall,The work¬ 
ing week can be cut and workers 
will be able to take longer 
holidays.That is the reality 
of the common ownership of the 
means of production. 


DEMOCRATIC ELECTION OF ALL 

Administrators and thefts 

In capitalist society many 
of the institutions and offices 
are run by people who have 
never been and never will be 
subject to any torm of 
election.The most obvious case 
of this is the legal system. 
Judges make laws(or at least 
interpret them at their own 
discretion and have great in¬ 
fluence on how the law is 
shaped)that all of us are 
expected to live by.Yet over 
99* of peoole have no say 
whatsoever over who becomes a 
judge. 

I wo years ago a Labour GLC 
was democratically elected by 
the people of London.One of 
their election pledges was to 
cut bus ana tube fares.Uhen 
they did a single judge ruled 
that it was illeqal,and over¬ 
ruled the democratic decision 
of the people of London. 

In a socialist society all 
officials and administrators 
Judges, police chiefs, senior 
civil servants, politicians 
would be elected and subject 
to recall 


There are many people in t'us 
country who would agree with 
most of the ideas of socialism 
People wno believe that every¬ 
one should have the r.ght to a 
good health service,to secure 
and well paid employment,and 
aoequatn pensions. 

Ye*, most of these people con* . 
tinue to look only as far as 
the Labour Party,or have just 
become cynical as to the poss¬ 
ibility of any real change. 

The revolutionary left have 
so far completly failed to 
convince any sort of number of 
working class peoole of the 
possibility cf an alternative, 
in the Bermondsey bye election 
the Raving Looney Party got 
twice as many votes as the 
Revolutionary Communist.To say 
that the working class hold 
tne left in low esteem is to 
vastly overestimate it’s stand¬ 
ing. 

ABUSE 

Ue cannot be too suprised by 
this.Just about every left 
group in this country have a 
woefull record of using and 
then abusing working class mil¬ 
itants,casting them aside when 
they have fufilled their duty 
or had the insolence to quest¬ 
ion the party line 

Large popular movements such 
as the Anti Nazi League,or the 
womens movement,are either dis 
missed as being to soft,or cyn- 
icaly combed for recruits that 
come up to the requred standard 
and then dropped as quickly as 
they were patronised. 

Only those that are totally 
ignorant of liiorking class men¬ 
tality could hope to win large 
numbers of them in this way. 

How can you convince workers 


EQUALITY Of RCUARO Tn a I i 
MEMBERS O F SOCIETY^"""* 


The whole basis of the capit¬ 
alist system is that some 
people are worth more then 

other;, m oocter is worth 
more than a dustman, a business 
man more than a doctor, ana the 
head of British Steel even more 
- and the/ are ell paid accord¬ 
ingly. 

Socialists reject this. In a 
modern *ociety all of us are 
totally depencent on each other 
for our various tasks, without 
the dustmen the towns and cities 
would ..oon be full of dirt and 
disease. The dentist is entirely 
dependent on the skills of the 
toolmaker who makes his instru¬ 
ments yet recieves far greater 
reward. 

About the only ones uhn 
wouldn’t be missed by anyone 
are the very rich and tne Lores 
and Royalty. 

In a socialist society all 
those that ma<e an equal con¬ 
tribution will receive equal 
reward. 


to give up the small measure of 
security that the system appears 
to offer and take the revoluti¬ 
onary path,when the organisa¬ 
tion seems to oe run by neuro¬ 
tic intellectuals wno appear 
to be totally incapable of re¬ 
lating to working class culture 
and approenning it on eaual 
terms.How often have ue seen 
the know it all middle class 
lefty straight out of college 
lay down the law for a couple 
of years before disappearing 
back to a cosy career and life¬ 
style. 

CLASS 

That is why we in Rea Action say 
that a working class organisa¬ 
tion must be led and dominated 
by those from that class,if it 
is to be receptive to the mooc 
of the class. 

To win the trust and respect 
of the class,it is necessary to 
not merely have the correct 
political line,but to snow cour¬ 
age commitment anc consistency 

It is no good just preaching 
that facists should not be all¬ 
owed to march,or pickets cross 
the line.'Je have to show that 
we have the courage of our con¬ 
victions,and when we can take 
what steps we can to stop them. 
That is the sort of action that 
will win the respect of the 
working class. 

They arp the most cynical 
audience o' all,anj to win tueir 
allegiance will be no easy task 
but it can be done if we prove 
that ue are serious acout our 
politics. 

Uhen they are convinced they 
will be the most steadfast,but 
at the moment there is a long 
way to go. 


for farmers to *e p up prices 
Uith the coming of tha i*vJ- by destroying meet,butter,or 
ustriai revolution,new inventions apples,that it is to sell then 
such as tne spinning loom and off steady then they will.And 
the steam engine caused the old pensioners anrj lnu income 










VOTE LABOUR? 


Anyone who has been politically 
active during a Labour Governm¬ 
ents term of office will have 
many bitter memories of the 
back peddling and sell-outs 
that they are capable of, No 
one is likely to forget that it 
was a Labour Government that 
began the cuts in public spend¬ 
ing on the orders of the Inter¬ 
national Monetary fund or their 
attempts to make workers pay 
for the crisis of capitalism 
w.th incomes policies design¬ 
ed to keep wages below inflat¬ 
ion, Nor wilt ue forget their 
role in Ireland or the actions 
of former Labour ’’comrades" 
like Reg Prentice and 
woodrow Uyatt. 

Yet I still believe that in 
the ABSENCE of a revolutionary 
alternative, socialists should 
vote for Labour, I oo not 
believe that a labour Govern¬ 


ment for all it's deficiences 


can be comnared with a Tory 
one especially a Thafccherite 
Tory one, 

CRUSADE 

Thatcher and her co thinkers 
cannot be seen as just prag¬ 
matic politicians trying to 
oversee the ripping off of the 
working class with as little 
fuss as possible. She is an 
idealogue on a moral crusaae, 
who is seekinq to 
change the whole social struc¬ 
ture if the country, 

Jitness her many recent 
comments about returning to 
the values of Victorian 
society. The same Victorian 
society where workers had to 
touch their caps to their 
"superiors", where sex before 
marriage and homosexuality 
were sinfull crimes ana where 
the senile old men that make 
up the clergy had the power to 
influence the laws people lived 
by. That is the sort or Britain 
that Thatcher wants to see. 

Far fetched? 

Consider the recent proposal 
that the single parent allow¬ 
ance should be scrapped 
because it is an encouragement 
to promiscous behaviour, 

FUTURE 

flany of the Tory measures so 
far have been merely laying the 
groundwork for future plans. 

The Tebbit bill is a good 
example of this. It has been law 
for some timp now, and has been 
defied on many occasions, but 
the law has not been useo. The 
government hav** obviously been 
unsure of the amount of op-edit¬ 
ion they may arouse and have 
held back. 

If they were tf looted again it 

would, be seen by them as a 
vindication of all their polic¬ 
ies and put massive wind in the 
sails of the far right of the 
Tory Party, They would undoubt- 
ably demand tnet the Government 
begin to use legislation line 
the Tebbit Bill. 

The Labour Party is committed 
to the repeal of the rebbit 


th 


bill.It is also committed to 
repeal of the prevention of 
terrorism act,unilateral 
disarmament and a whole lot of 
other thinjs, Even if thry were 
to renege on half of these, it 
would still be wort'* voting for 
them for the other half. 

E ven though Labour drive pre¬ 
sided over woefully inadequate 
pensions and benefits and the 
shame full rundown of the Health 
Service. It can not be compared 


it's 


with the Turi“5 plans for 
total disbandment, or the 
spite 11 nalicous way they 
Lrought in a tax on dole money 
deliher„tl/ hitting those that 
can least afford it. 


PRESSURE 


(hatcher is totally 
unmoved by pressure from any 
sort of progressive social 
movement.a Labour government is 
at least sensitive to pressure 
and can sometimes be pushed 
into action. It was a Labour 
government that legalised 
homosexuality ana saved thou¬ 
sands from being arrested and 
maybe imprisoned,and it was 
Labour f°'s that eventually 
stopped the Corrie Bill (anti 
abortion) becoming law.If that 
had become law,large numbers of 
women would have been forced to 
return to back street abortion¬ 
ists with the resulting 
fatalities. 

If you do not vote against 
the Tories then you make it 
easier for a party that has a 
large number of members who 
can quite fairly be described 
as closet f ascists. 

I am a socialist ana I do 
not believe that a Labour 
government will implement 
socialismin this country,but 
I am not prepared to stand 
aside and see the rabid bastarcs 
in the Tory party who person¬ 
ally hate me and all I stand 
for just strut back into power. 
If people dont vote against 
them how can you blame them for 
thinking that people agree with 
what they're doing. 


ALTERNATIVE 


Ff course it would be better 
if we had a real revolutionary 
alternative to both Labour and 
Tory but it does not exist 
right now and it is no good 
sulking and saying that if 
you can't have the game your 
way then you're not playing. 
Quite simply,life is marginally 
better for working class people 
unaer a Labour government than 
under a Tory one. 

Capitalism is a piinfull 
illness that the working class 
suffer and only the operation 
of a revolution can cure,Un¬ 
fortunately we do not have the 
means of performing it right 
now,but if a shot of Labour 
government makes it a little 
easier to bear in the meantime, 
then I want a shot. 


As a young and idealistic 
fifteen year old I joined the 
Labour Party and was put on a 
committee,we selected the 
prospective parliamentary cand¬ 
idate. I voted for a man who I 
knew had been un tie big Viet¬ 
nam Solidarity demonstrations 
against American imperialism. 
Everyone elne voted for him 
because he was the 'local lad' 
and was considered the man most 
likely to win a marginal seat. 
After a year of this committee 
and that election,! decided 
that I uanted to use my energy 
to build socialism,not u^' te it 
as part of an electoral machine. 

I could go on from here to 
lint the inrjmerat le 'crimes' 
of Labour governments and the 
Labour Party,locally,nationally 
and internationally,but as I 
haven’t muc”» space a ftw °x- 
anples will do.Local councill¬ 
ors,particularly in Swansea 
and Tyneside,have been caught 
out in corruption scandals. 

Even the 'best* Labour councils 
have failed to pit themselves 
on the line over govt, cut¬ 
backs and hay* recovered the 
money witheld frem then oy 
attacking council workers jobs 
and living standards a-d cut 4 - 
ihg services,so doing the 
Tories job For the^.No Clay 
Crors f his time! No Labour 
Councillors re-icly to go to 
prison for 'their socialism' as 
the Poplar councillors did in 
19?1 when they refused to 
withold Poor Relief. 

It is true that reforms have 
been implemented by labour 
Govts, but reforms can be 
wrested from any govt, given 
the r:j’'t climate and the need 
to give the war<**rs • ometbing 
before the country is destab¬ 
ilised. 

It is also true that 
labour govts, may well have 
made more reforms but for the 
pressures of big business and 
threats of removing capital 
from the country by organis¬ 
ations such a9 the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fu"d.So why 
haven't they used their 
resources to build inter¬ 
national solidarity with other 
'socialist' parties inter¬ 
nationally to stop these 
threat-' , Uhy because like all 
the other 'socialist' parties 
they are patriots who believe 
in the national interest and 
not in the interests of tne 
international marking class. 

MO' 




It is argued that ue need to 
return Labour Govt i. ho that it 
can be seen that they are not 
capable of implementing social¬ 
ism,but quite honestly how 
many more times do they need 
to fail? I believe that the 
fight r or socialism starts 
here and now,not in somt- better 
r uture when the conditions are 
right. I furthermore believe 
that the only disarmament 
policy that another Labour 
govt, will pu-sue is that of 
the further disarmament of the 
working class - further dis¬ 
illusioning any vision of a 
morn egalitarian society 
amongst those people uho work 
and vote for labour. 

A General Election in 
Britain,if it has any value at 
all,must be usort not as an 
opportunity to en.u rage 
peopl* to vote Labour as a 
leaser ?vil,but to broaden out 
the political arguments about, 
s-iy,mass unemployment.To 
illustrate that this in not a 
Britisn oroblem but that 
capitalism worldwide cannot 
jive people food in their 
bellies or a job,lot alone any 
opportunity to improve t*>eir 
existence. ?f a Labour govt, is 


elected there will na 


a 5 month 
honeymoon period when they ui' 
reflate the economy, then they 

will impose a rentrtetion on 
wages py doing a deal u’ 

their class traitor allies on 
the TUC general council.Ue only 
have to look across the 
Channel to the French Socialist 
govt, end i-'s austerity 
measures to sen where tne 
Labour Party will take us. 

And when this fails as it 
inevitably uill,in order to 
maintain power the Labour govt 
will introduce the necessary 
repression to bring tne 
wording class into line.Their 
own Police Bill will be a 
necessity. 

The problem that we face as 
revolutionary socialists is not 
u^ich government is going to 
kick us in the teeth after 9th 
June,but that people have no 
faith in tneir collective 
power to change their lives and 
the world that they live in. 

This is tne tas< that Red 
Action should address itself 
to.This is not a defeatist 
attitude,{his is realism.Ue 
are forced to begin to build 
a revolutionary tradition in 
the working class. 








